The Christ Is Acted On The Stage s ne

New York, Dec. 18 —Maurlce Maeterlinck
lmnglneu that Mary of Magdala was a courtesnan
of high degree, the most beautiful woman in Ju-
dea, and so affluent in her infamy that she lolls
fn lazy luxury at & beautiful villa In Hethany, a
little way out of Jerusalem. To make a play like
that which is now at the New Thentre from the
short Biblical accounts of Mary's redemption by
Christ, necessitates a disgression Into aensuality.
The story of divine love and ¢compassion must be
merged Into one of human lust. Also, the wo-
man's moral degradation needs to be shown for
the sake of contrast with ber religious exaltation.

Maeterlinck asslgns the women in her sin to n
Roman general, Luclus Verus, who derides the
Nazarena as a faker, accuses him of enticing her
away carnally and offers to save him from the
cross if she will recant her faith and go back to
concublnage, Slmon, the henled leper, and La-
zarud, the once dead, are her neighbors. A multi-
tude of stricken follow him In his vigit 1o thege
human proofs of his divinity, and clamor for mi-
raculous cureg. The play beging with that. Mary
and her Roman friends look upon the noisy rab-
bleé beyond the garden wall and describe Christ,
Soon hisg volce 1s heard in melodiously sonorous
utterances of language recorded of him In Serip-
ture. Mary I8 spell-bound while her companion
derides. Againat his protest, for they surmise
that the mob may abuse her, she goes to the
Nazarene, The din of an attack upon her sllences
His volce until He raises it again to say: “He
that Is without sin, let him cast the first stone.”
Thus He has rescued her from violence, possibly
death, quite llke an ordinary stage hero; but
after o moment it is a Redeemer who says: “uo
and sin no more.” 8She comes back a Christian.

Olga Nethersole, actress of many searlet trans-
gressor, and notably of Sapho, so boldly that the
police stopped her—until the play was advertised
valuably, when It went on—embodies this Magda-
lene. She 1s a friend and guest of the Maelerlineks,
She was with them In France when this play was
completed. That is8 why she can plice herself
in the original mounting of it at the New Then-
tre before it has been acted in Europe, She Is

The average amount of {llness In a human life
Is nine days a year.

A cork 200 feet below the surface of the water
will not rise owing to the pressure.

A shoal of herring s sometimes five or slx
miles in lengih, and two or three in breadth.

Every workman In Japnn wears on his cap
and on his back an Inscription giving his busl
neas and his employer’s name,

At the present time & perfect ruby of five
carets will average at lenst five times the valua
of & dinmond of the same size pnd guality.

A Swiss sclentist has been testing the presence
of bacteria In the mountaln alr, and finds that not
a gingle microbe exists above an altitude of 2,000
feet.

Deer owe more to thelr noses than lo thelr
eyes or ears for preservition from danger. Sports-
men may and do decetve the last two organs, but
the sense of smell cannot be cheated,

I'he average depth of the sea In yards Is as

(Special Correspondence.)

more graphie In lust with the Roman general
than In the spiritual uplift of the Nazarene's
mercy., She makes herselfl look like another Cleo-
pitra at first and less like a Christinn snint at the
last,

Olga I8 an artist, though, and she gives a vl-
tal, vibrant, soul-and-body delineation. S8he la
tensest when, Josus having been sentenced to
denth; she Is frantle with the desire to save Him.
She has no knowledge of the Christian schema
of salvation through God’s sacrlfic of his son. She
has po thought thal the Savior Is divine, So she
undertakes unwittingly, by a rescue of him on Lis
way to Calvary, to frustrate his design of univer.
gal redemption.

That is In the final third of the dramn. One
disclple has betrayed Jesus and all have aband-
oned Him. The room is the one In which they
have partaken of His last supper. Now it is
thronged by those whom He has healed, and who
are grateful, but not bravely loyval. Mary begs
them to turn the apartment into an ambuscade
from which to rush out when Christ is brought
along and carry him away to n hiding place But
they are cowardly. They tremble at the sizhi of
a soldier in the street outslde and slink below the
row of windows that might expose them,

All the men and women mentioned specifically
by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as miracolous-
ly healed makes a nondeseript assemblage. Mary
fmplores them to strike for the life of one who
has saved theirs. Even Lazarus, a tall, gauat
man as livid with fear as he was with death,
when, obedient {o the Nazarene's command, he
came forth from his tomb, would not rigk his re
newed life for his benefnctor's.

Enter now Mary's still importunate lover,
Luclous Verus. He is a soldier and not a coward.
And In his official position he can rescue Clrist
If h& will. Mary beseeches him to do it, He says it
would expose him to Caesar's destructive wrath
Then, too. he holds obdurately to his jezions b
lHef that the Savior is his rival In her carndl
love. So why save Him from the cross? Unless
ghe will renounce her faith and fall back into hae
lotry, 8he won’L do that. Verus strides out to

Odd Items ot Interest

follows: Pacifie, 4,252; Atlantie, 4,026; Indian,
3,658; Antarctie, 8,000; Aroctie, 1.690; Mediterra-
neann, 1,476; Irish, 240; English channel, 110; Adri-
atle, 456; Baltic, 43.

In this eountry alone there are sald to be from
3,000 to 4.000 kinds of flies, while throughout the
world there are 40,000 kinds,

The ragpickers of Paris, In most insiances, in-
herit their ocenpation, and it is passcd from father
to son for generations, Each ragpicker has its
own distriel, which ig inherited by the children and
grandchildren.

During the year 1908 as mdny as 407 rocks and
shoals dangerous to navigators were reported, Of
these 14 were discovered by vessels siriking on
them, 107 were reported by surveylng ships, 12 by
pther of his majesty’s ships, 10 by various British
and forelgn authorltles, and 345 by colonial and
forelgn governments, while in the same period 32
previously reported were expunged [rom the
charts.

Alkarazza s the name glven in South America
to vessels of very porpus enrthenware which when
fillad with water are always molst outside, and

vengefully supervise the crulixion. le la acted
well by Edward Mackay, Charles B. Hanford
and Arthur Forrest, Shakespeareans [roin away
back, are others who dignify the play.

But the actor who has made Jesus aundible j2
not named in the program, WIll he become visi-
ble when he passes outslde the windows on his §
way to Calvary? The audlence waitd in almost pal-
pable anxiety. It I8 the kind of assemblaze thet
New York provides for great operatic occasions,
but hardly ever for a drama. The New Theutre |
Is a modish institution and nothing yet done In it §
has aroused more Interest, K is a muslenl event,
also, for the Russian Symphonle Orchestra of six-
ty is playing the music made for the play from
old Hehrale and orlental mnlodlica,

Something of awe has been created. There
hng been mo applauge—not even at the entrance
of the star actress, and Miss Nethersole was visl-
ble rebuffed by the sllence. Surely fashlon is In a
reverential mood. But doea it hope—or dreasd— j
that they will gee an imitation of Christ? That
Is hard to say. The gecret had been guarded. A
fow who had read the manuscript knew that Mae- |
terlinck gave no directions for such an exhibit. It
had been sald that he disfavored ft. Personn-
tlons of the Bavoir are not unusual In Catholle
communities and parishes, from Oberammergau
to the Hast Sl!s of New York. When the old
monkish morality play of “Everyman® was revive
in London, God sat enthroned on the stage, but
during the ensuing tour of the United Stutes a hid-
den actor spoke for the Creator.

vidently Miss Nethersole has been author |
lzed by Maeterlinck to do as shc leases. The |

theatre is hushed when the persons in the scene, §

peering but timidly through the wide windowa at |
the back, say that Jesus is tolling up the hill,
Jeered, taunted, maltreated. Now or not at all
he will appear,

“He turng hig face this way,
knows we are here."”

Then a semblunce of that Jesus of Nazareth to
whom all Christendom I8 about to render Its an-
nual specinl homage walks slowly past the win-
dows,

"

says one; “he

owing to the evaporation of the water on thelr
surface always keep thelr contents cool. Alka-
razza can be made from any good potter's clay by
mixing with it 10 per cent of its welght, dry, of
very fine sawdust and then working it. On burn-
ing the sawdust the clay Ig thereby left porous.

The amount of earth brought to the surface of
poor pasture land by wormg has been calculated at
as much as 18 tons an acre a year. Calculating
26,886 worms to exist in an mcre, to obtain 156 tons
to the acre would be work at 20 punces for every
waorm.

Japanese horses wear shoes of rlee straw,
The leeland peasant ghoes his horge with sheep's
horn. In Asia, In the upper Oxus valley, horse-
shoes made of the antlers of the mountaln deer,
fastened with horn nins, are employed, Forses In
the Soudan weudr 2ucks of eamel’s skin,

The total area of the Britlsh empire Is nearly
11,400,000 square mlles, with a total population
of nbout 410,000,000, The known surface of the
globe fs estimated at 55,000,000 square miles, and
Its total population Is belleved to be aboul 1,800,
000,000, go that the RBritlsh empire hag control
over more than one-fifth of the world's population




